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Prophet used to give from the proceeds of zakat in order
to draw them into Islam. Another class consisted of those
who, although already converted to Islam, were weak in their
faith, and to whom the Prophet gave a share from the zakat
in order to strengthen them in the Faith. A third class
were those to whom the Prophet gave a share in order to
deter them from doing harm. These people were leaders
of the Quraysh tribe, and other Arab chiefs. When the Pro-
phet died, these people came to Abu Bakr and asked him to
renew the document concerning their shares in the zakat,
and he granted their request. Then they came to Omar and
informed him of it, whereupon Omar took the document
from their hands and tore it up, saying that the Prophet gave
them a share in order to draw them into Islam, but that
meanwhile God had made His religion to prosper and the
only alternative that remained for them was Islam or the
sword. Upon this they returned to the calif Abu Bakr and
told him of what Omar had done, saying: "Is it you who
is the calif, or he? " Abu Bakr replied: " He, if God will ",
and so Abu Bakr did not blame Omar for what he had
done; when the other Companions learned of the hap-
penings, they all approved of them, and in this way an ijmaf
was reached on the matter. In view of this ijmaf, and be-
cause Islam now is strong and no longer needs resort to
such means for protection, the Hanifites hold that this share
has lapsed since the Prophet's death.

According to al-Shafi'i and his followers,1 it is not al-
lowable to disburse the zakat to an unbeliever in order to
draw him into Islam. It is, however, permissible to< disburse
it to powerful Moslems if it is expected that this will result
in others of their tribe becoming Moslems. The zakat may

1 Umm, pp. 64, 73; Wajis, p. 293; Minhdj, vol. ii, p. 303; r/. Kasani,
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